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Etawah. Safdar Jang met the Marathas near Jalesar and
drew them near the main army of Barhanu'1-Mulk by slow
and cautious retreat. In March 1736, Malhar Rao Holkar
suffered a severe defeat. Many of his men were killed and
many lost their lives while crossing the Jamuna. Burhanu'l-
Mulk's soldiery chased the Marathas up to I'timadpur. Those
who had survived joined Baji Rao at Kotla near Gwalior.1
Flushed with victory Sa'adat Khan sent an exaggerated
account to the Emperor:

I have routed the Maratha army that had crossed the
Jamuna; two thousand horsemen have been killed and
two thousand more drowned in the river. Malhar Rao
Holkar and Vithoba Bole have been wounded. This
is the fate of Baji Rao's incursion. I will cross the
Jamuna, defeat the Marathas and drive them beyond the
Chambal.2

The forces of the Amirul-Umara and Muhammad Khan
Bangash joined Sa'adat Khan Burhanu'1-Mulk in the
vicinity of Mathura on 22nd April 1737. Here the Im-
perialists celebrated their victory, wasting much time in feasts
and thus failing to follow up their initial success. Baji Rao,
anxious for some feat of arms to mitigate the effect of the recent
disaster, took advantage of the lull in Imperial activity,,
slipped stealthily from near Fatehpur Sikri and by forced
marches reached the suburbs of Delhi. The Hindus of the
capital had flocked there to celebrate Ramnavami.3 Although
Baji Rao pretended to be a champion of Hinduism, yet he
showed no scruple in robbing innocent Hindu pilgrims
and making a massacre of inoffensive citizens. When
Ftimadu'd-Daulah came to know of the surprise attack of Baji
Rao, he began a hasty return in the direction of Delhi. Baji
Rao, having received intelligence of the movements of the
Wazir's army, fled towards Gwalior by way of Riwari and
Basada, and thence proceeded in the direction of Satara.
After consulting Sahu, Baji Rao is said to have sent his Wakil
to the Amlru'l-Umara, agreeing to accept the Subedari of

1 Ibid., p. 475.           * Rise of the Peshwas, p. 136.

3 Tankh-i-Muzaffari; Siyar> op. cit.9 p. 476.